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<9HE DBGO^AmOI^ AND FU^NISHBI^. 



[September, 1886. 



WITH MODERATE MEANS. 



By Ella Rodman Church, 

Author of "How to Tarnish a Home," etc, etc. 



tt J HOPED there would have been more money 

1 in hand to carry to the third floor, especially 
as a stair carpet must he provided among other 
items, hut ingenuity "will have to do the work of 
more abundant funds. You will probably . pay 
$1.00 a yard for this carpet, and it will take at 
least twelve yards, but I think that for the present 
I would have these stairs and the hall or passage- 
way to which they lead, merely stained and 
varnished. This would look very well as a con- 
tinuation to the red matting below and it would 
save you about $12 for other things." 

"That is certainly worth considering, auntie, 
and with so little money for a whole floor, it be- 
hooves one to spend it carefully." 

"This floor, however, is not so formidable as 
the others, and it can soon he shorn of some of 
its proportions. As there is no attic above it, 
only a loft, you will use . one of the larger rooms 
at present as a store room for trunks, etc., and 
the other you will, of course, appropriate to the 
servants, as there are two of them." 

"I suppose so, but I hope there is not much 
to be spent on that room ?" 

"That depends altogether upon what you 
understand by 'much.' I consider that the laborer 
is not only worthy of his hire but also of a com- 
fortable bed to repose in after the work of the 
day ; with the same comforts and decencies of life 
(though on a plainer scale) which his or her 
mistress considers indispensable." 

"Perhaps, then, I had better arrange a 
harmony in pink or pale green for the furnishing, 
but it will have to be very simple, as the funds in 
hand do not warrant reckless expenditure." 

"You will arrange, on the contrary, two single 
beds, that your handmaidens may have at least 
that privacy, as you cannot afford them separate 
rooms. Costs more? Yes, it does cost somewhat 
more, but not more than you can spend. Besides 
it is their right. Take it from the parlor, if need 
be, but do- not sacrifice any means of making 
respectable and self-respecting servants. For $4.00 
you can buy one of those very comfortable cots 
with a woven wire top, requiring no springs, and 
a nice little husk mattress, with cotton top, can be 
had for about $3.50. A pillow will cost $3.00, blue 
and white cotton bed spread, seventy-five cents, 
two comfortables instead of blankets, $2.50, two 
pairs of single sheets about $2.00, three pillow-cases 
about seventy-five cents." 

"Only $16.50 for one bed! and, doubled, it will 
come to $33.00. Not a very promising beginning 
for an almost empty purse." 

"It will not be quite so bad, perhaps, as you 
think. We can paint the floor and put a strip of 
rag carpet beside each bed and another before the 
bureau, all costing not over $2.50." 

"I am glad that you do Dot insist upon a 
South Kensington art rug.' I had about decided 
that the peacock blue, with a suggestion of pink 
in it, would be the thing. By the way, what a 
pity it is that I had not another room to furnish, 
so that this prettiest style of all the rugs would 
come into play. It would be just the thing for 
the pink room that I couldn't have, and it need 
not have been so very pink. Nottingham curtains 
and pink sateen, perhaps, for table cover- and 
mantel — how lovely the lace would look over that 1" 

"Yes, especially when most of the pink had 
faded out of it. But some day when you re- 
furnish, you can treat yourself to the coveted 
pink room and try it; pink and ebony make a 
beautiful combination. Just now, however, I 
should be glad of your attention on the subject of 
bedroom conveniences for Kitty and Bridget, 
feeling sure that, if not interested, you are at 
least willing." 

"Certainly, auntie dear, I would even make 
the room esthetic if it were in the power of my 
purse, for I should enjoy having every part of the 
house furnished unexceptionably. You are right, 
too, in saying that the servants should be made 
comfortable, and I wish to do the very best for 
them that I can. I suppose they must have a 
bureau?" 

"It would he a convenience certainly, if not 
an absolute necessity and a great aid to orderly 
habits. You can get a cottage bureau painted a 
yellowish hue for about $6.00, a small table with 
ebonized legs and a pine top (on which you can 
put some sort of cover) may be bought for fifty 
cents. Do not look so incredulous, if you please, I 
have tried the experiment and found it quite 
worth while. Get buff shades for the windows, 
costing $1.00 each, a toilet set and tin slop-receiver, 
$2.50. Then you must have two chairs and a 
wash-stand at about $3.50 more. Towels, $1.00." 



" Then the whole expense of the servants' room 
is $50.00, and it really seems as if they might be 
comfortable on that. Can you think of any other 
necessary, auntie ?" 

"Not of an actual necessary, perhaps, but I 
should cover both bureau and wash-stand with a 
clean towel, the cheapest sort will answer, but 
where there is coloring let it be blue to match the 
cotton spreads. Also, I 'would provide a good-sized 
pin-cushion of blue cambric and a few pleasant 
pictures from some of your illustrated papers 
might be pinned on the wall." 

"And I am to have two room then in blue? 
Well, why not ? It costs no more to provide 
pretty things than ugly ones, and I shall certainly 
remember the towels and the pin-cushion. But 
Kitty and Bridget should know to whom they are 
indebted for all these fancy touches." 

"They will probably appreciate the single beds 
most, but that is no reason why they should not 
have both. You have now, I think, about $31.00 
left?" 

"And ten cents." 

"Very well, there will be use. even for the 
fragment. Invest $5.00 of this money in having 
one of the small rooms fitted up with shelves as a 
linen closet and a store room for supplies. You 
will find it a great convenience, and the carpenter, 
if not particularly busy, may put up the shelves 
for less money. If there is anything over, spend it 
on a cheap candlestick and candles for the 
servants to go to bed by. The other small rooms 
I should let severely alone for the present." 

"And what about that very respectable surplus 
of $26.00 ?" 

"Use it for linen shades for all the lower 
windows, that is, a portion of it. You will, of 
course, get red ones for the - three second-story 
front windows, as that will carry out the coloring 
there best, and contrast prettily with the lace 
curtains. Get white or cream-color for the blue 
room, and down stairs the color will probably be 
buff." 

"But surely nine pairs of linen shades are not 
going ito cost $26.00 ?" 

" No ; we will allow $1.25 a window, except for 
the parlor, where they will be more elaborate and 
cost $1.50. This leaves just $14.25 of the $26.00." 

"And what shall we do with that?" 

" Put it aside for the present and forget that 
you have it." 



" I am so glad to get to the parlor at last and 
to get there safely with my $250 intact. It seems 
very little to spend on it, though, and I suppose 
that most of my cherished plans will have to be 
given up." 

"I hope not, but it will not, of course, be 
possible to commit extravagances on that sum, 
except economical ones." 

" Economical extravagances ! Why, how can 
there be such things ?" 

"You will say 'There is one of them' when I 
suggest that you spend $75.00 of this $250 on a. 
carpet, which will then be only a large rug." 

"Why, auntie I what can you be thinking of? 
That pretty body Brussels, at $1.10 would never 
mount up to such a. sum." 

"I am not thinking of the body Brussels at 
$1.10, but of a Moquette, which you scarcely looked 
at, at $1.75. Your parlor carpet is a very im- 
portant part of your furnishing and one that you 
will not feel disposed to renew, for some years at 
least. It must, therefore, be carefully selected with 
a view to the color that is to predominate in the 
furniture, and it should be as handsome as your 
purse will possibly allow. Do not undertake to 
furnish the parlor all at once, for this is not 
a necessity, but let what you do get be thoroughly 
good, that it may not be put out of countenance 
by later purchases." 

"But I should not enjoy a bare-looking 
parlor; there are certain things that one really 
needs to be respectable." 

"Yes, you must have chairs, for instance, for 
these you really need when your friends come to 
visit you, but don't forget that the dining-room 
is by no means a Sahara. A sofa is something of 
a necessity, and so is, at least, one table ; you 
must also have curtains to the windows and some- 
thing on the mantel ; you have a piano, and here 
you might very well pause, if expedient, and leave 
the subject to be continued." 

" But I do not wish to pause, auntie, I want 
to make my parlor a perfect gem, and this doesn't 
sound like anything." 

"I think it sounds like a very good beginning. 
But suppose you' favor me with the coloring of 
this gem as you have imagined it." 

"Well, I have not quite decided whether to 
have it a mixture of everything or to have a pre- 
vailing tone of peacock blue. That lovely house, 

you know, that is on exhibition by L , the 

furnisher and decorator, has the parlor — certainly 



the most beautiful one I have ever seen — in all 
sorts of colors and combinations. I could not 
single out any one prevailing hue. Such walls, 
such draperies, such stained and jeweled glass 
windows I never saw, and yet, try as I will, I 
cannot seem to recall any particular colors. Any 
one of those rooms must have represented a small 
fortune." 

"I do not doubt it, for when I asked Mr. 

L if walls and ceiling papered in that style 

(and I think it was all paper) were expensive, he 
replied grandly that they were not particularly 
so. The room in question had cost about 
$200.00 !" 

"That would leave me just $50 for furniture ; 
so I believe I will not try that style just at 
present. But my walls are not pretty with that 
dingy-looking violet paper; what can I do with 
them ?" 

" Then you have abandoned the carpet question 
for the present ? Perhaps, when you return to it, 
you will know better what you want. But about 
these walls ; I think I would have some sort of 
hangings for them." 

" What sort, if you please ? We do not live in 
the days of tapestry ; and if we did, I could not 
afford to indulge in it." 

"No, but we live in the days of burlap, and I 
will read you something that I found lately in a 
paper on this subject of wall furnishing : 

"'But if we may not have these famous and 
delightful hangings, there are still others within 
our reach, of humble but nevertheless pleasing 
material, and beyond that there are myriads of 
spare' moments that would be enriched by the 
production of any sort of embroidery upon cloths 
to be used for doorways, for windows, for the 
curtaining of alcoves, the drapery of book shelves, 
or the hanging of dead walls. . . . For hang- 
ings of any sort add wonderfully to the interior 
decoration ; even the plain, full-falling curtain of 
any sort of stuff adds most materially to the 
furnished look of a room.'" 

"Thanks, auntie ; but I have a sudden idea 
of my own: why could not this same burlap, 
which is of a rich light brown tint, be made into 
'long wall panels and worked in large outlines, 
some in blue and gold and some in pink and 
black ? The panels might have small gilded rods 
at each end, and it strikes me that this style of 
decoration would be not only original but econ- 
omical." 

"I think it would have a. very good effect, and 
if you are brave enough to undertake the out- 
lining, the panels certainly ought not to cost 
much money. The whole expense would probably 
be covered by a $10 bill." 

" We have so few pictures to decorate the 
walls that something of this kind seems to be 
needed. I wonder what else could be done if 
paneling became monotonous after the first pair 
were finished ? Panels of some figured sateen 
would not be bad, I think." 

"No, but the outlined burlap Would be better. 
I do not think you can improve upon that for the 
same outlay. And now, suppose that we take up 
the carpet question again, as I am anxious to have 
that settled. The Moquette, which I particularly 
admired, has a sort of golden ground with small 
dull red and blue figures on it of an Oriental 
type. The pile was thick and soft and the border 
very rich. It looked like a particularly handsome 
Turkish fug, and it was cheap at $1.75 a yard." 

"But $75.00 is such a huge shoe out of my 
poor little $250 !" 

"And a carpet is a huge slice toward furnish- 
ing a room. This carpet, too, would look well 
either with peacock blue or with a combination of 
colors." 

"Well, I will put down $75.00 then for the 
carpet, and if the money doesn't hold out we must 
substitute a cheaper one. Curtains are the next 
consideration and I scarcely know what to select 
that is not too expensive, as I do not want cheap 
lace, nor indeed lace of any kind." 

"Madras curtains in old gold and black, just 
enough of the latter to show the figure, would 
look best for the money. The gold, you see, 
harmonizes at once with the carpet, and you can 
get quite rich-looking ones at $5.00 a pair. Certain 
drawing-rooms on Fifth Avenue which are covered 
with splendid paintings, are in dark blue and gold 
effects, so I think we must have the blue in 
addition to the gold." 

"But the 'splendid paintings' would still be 
lacking, so what is the use? I cannot ape the 
millionaires if I try ever so hard. I will add the 
curtains to the carpet and I suppose that, with 
brass poles and chains for looping back, they will 
cost at least $16.00. There is $101.00 spent 
already." 

"But with considerable to show for it. We 
still have $149.00 on hand, and we will try to get 
rid of it as soon as possible." 



